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to head-quarters, Sir William Rumbold using the whole
of the influence he possessed with the Governor-General
to induce him to reject the proposal. He appears to have
led Lord Hastings to suppose that Metcalfe was actuated *
by personal feelings against himself and the minister,
Chundoo Lai, and Lord Hastings appear to have entirely
sided with the firm ; he was highly displeased that his
former protege should have sent up these proposals
officially without having first consulted him on the
subject, and the result was that for more than a year and
a half the proposal was shelved, and Lord Hastings
wrote to Metcalfe privately, with a considerable amount
of irritation, pointing out to him what he conceived
to be his disloyalty; adding that in return for his past
services the Government of India was pledged to uphold
Chundoo Lai. The result of this was that the firm
became more influential than ever, and the Hyderabad
authorities became convinced that the firm's influence
was superior to that of the Resident. The minister,
Chundoo Lai, even went so far as to ignore the Resident
and send a communication to the Governor-General
through the medium of Sir William Rumbold. All
this no doubt caused Metcalfe a considerable amount of
pain and embarrassment, but, in spite of the estrange-
ment it had caused between him and his former patron,
he conscientiously adhered to the course he had adopted,
continuing to denounce the transactions of the firm,
and to point out the political danger that-was being
caused by their influence, and by the association of so
many officials in their affairs. He also pointed out the
danger that arose from the constantly increasing ex-
penditure on the Hyderabad Contingent, which he'did
not hesitate to describe as a mere " plaything " of the
Resident, and used by him for the purposes of patron-